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15-22 June 1996 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
 
The purpose of the conference was as follows:  
 
“Indigenous people throughout the world are becoming increasingly involved with the 
development of their own institutions and programs aimed at meeting the particular 
education needs of Native/ First Nations/ Aboriginal peoples. The purpose of this 
conference is to provide an opportunity for people engaged in such educational initiatives 
to come together and learn from each other’s experiences and to explore ways to 
strengthen the links between education and cultural well-being of Indigenous peoples”. 
 
The first conference was held in Vancouver, Canada in 1987, the second was hosted by the Maori 
people of Aotearora in 1990 and the third was hosted by Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples in Wollongong, Australia in 1993. 
 
The fourth conference was hosted by Native American, Native Alaskan and Native Hawaiian 
peoples of the United States of America. The conference provided a week-long program of 
workshops, cultural events, displays and field trips, including the opportunity to various Native 
American settings. 
 
Some of the workshop topics included: 
• Elders as bearers of traditional knowledge; 
 
• Validation of traditional knowledge and educational practices; 
 
• Designing culturally appropriate curriculum; 
 
• Indigenous leadership and human resource development; 
 
• Education for community development and Indigenous self-determination; 
 
• Educational institutions as repositories and transmitters of culture; 
 
• Alternative approaches to standards for accreditation; 
 
• Indigenous Teacher Educational Programs and initiatives; 
 
• Support services for Indigenous students; and 
 
• Tribal colleges and Indigenous higher education institutions. 
 
As an educator I felt honoured to attend a conference of such magnitude. What I gained strength 
from was the sharing of stories, tears, pain, laughter, ideas, strategies, songs, culture and visions 
with other Indigenous people from around Australia and from around the world. Sharing and 
listening are two of our greatest learning tools in which we expand our knowledge, we learn and 
we grow.  
 
I know I have learnt and grown from the experience of attending this conference and I look 
forward to sharing this at home. 
 
 
 
